


 
	Full Council Meeting
Birchington Parish Council
Birchington Library, Birchington CT7 9EG                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 18th December 2018 at 19:00hrs

	
Present:  Chairman Cllr Neville Hudson (NH)
                Vice Chairman Cllr Marcel Pooke (MP)
Cllr Linda Wright (LW)
Cllr Max Houghton (MH)
Cllr Geraldine Watson (GW)
Cllr Robert Wright (RW)
Cllr Phil Fellows (PF)

Clerk to BPC Caroline Vincent Minute Taker (CV)

            
5 Members of the public
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Apologies:  Peter Willows Community Warden
                   
                   Cllr Jack Cohen (JC)
                     Cllr Emma Dawson (ED)

                   
                   

                   


	

	
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES 
FC2018/59 The minutes of the Full Council meeting, held on the 20th November 2018, were presented for approval.  The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting and the chairman signed the minutes, all in favour. Cllr R Wright abstained.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
FC 2018/60 – NH told members a meeting has been arranged with the Leader of Thanet Council and relevant Officer on the7th January to discuss the transfer of our assets which include Dog Acre, the Recreation Ground and the shelters of which are currently with our solicitors.
The Christmas event for children was well attended on Saturday at the Baptist Church with children entertainment including RegEMental, Mother Christmas balloon making, Father Christmas, the school choir, face painting, a craft making table and dancing displays. During December the Christmas tree had been put up and the lights switched on, the crib was put in place, lights along Station Road had been switched on as well as lights put up on shops.  The lights and trees will be taken down on Saturday 5th January. LW mentioned that 2 of the snowflake lights are not working and suggested these be fixed as soon as possible. 
A total of £120 was raised from refreshments and this was donated to Baptist Church.


DRAFT BUDGET
FC2018/61 MP said this is still being worked on and have received budget requests from members and the overall expenditure and working towards our precept increase.  Birchington is still the lowest in Thanet
The new accounts package is working well, providing more accurate reporting to keep track on our accounts and keep to our budget.
NH passed on the sad news of Eric Fewkes who recently passed away.  A new auditor was appointed at the previous Full Council meeting. 
MH felt it was worth mentioning to TDC at the asset transfer meeting that we believed the assets should be handed over in good order and that we should not be spending our money to sort out problems that TDC should have sorted. NH replied this is part of the reason for the meeting as 2 of the shelters are in very bad repair and are a safety issue, these need to be knocked down to the plinth, ready for the Shelters Group to start working on.

CENTENARY FIELDS
FC2018/62 – NH spoke about the discussions with Fields in Trust, who are a company who protects important land from being built on. For the past year they had been running a programme called Centenary Fields in connection with WW1 centenary to protect memorial fields. BPC had hoped for the Recreation Ground to be part of this programme but this finishes at the end of December and a letter of intent was required from TDC which we will not gain in time. Fields in Trust do a different scheme which will be looked at.

CCTV – Quotes
FC2018/63 – NH told members 3 quotes had been received for the CCTV maintenance, one being £100 cheaper than our current provider, NH asked members if they were happy to agree the lowest quote obtained? All members agreed. 

CLERK CORRESPONDENCE – FC2018/64 – 
The Clerk put forward the Risk Assessment 2018/19 for approval, the Clerk explained this had been reviewed and updated to include GDPR, all members agreed.  GW said there was just one amendment as to where the meetings are held, the Clerk will amend.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - 
FC2018/64 – Marylin Macintosh from The Twinning Association Committee brought to our attention that is the 30th Anniversary next year with the Twinning of La Chappelle.   There will be an event in France next year on May 18th/19th where members will go over by coach and stay overnight. On June 22nd/23rd the French will come over by coach to Birchington and would like BPC to be involved with a civic event on the Saturday to exchange gifts followed by a formal dinner in the evening at The Centre to be hosted by the Council and include entertainment and some dancing.   On the Sunday the Twinning committee will possibly host an afternoon tea and suggested the committee responsible for organising WW1 to help organise this event and get more organisations on board. 
NH replied that we are currently in the process of considering our budget for next year so will be looking at this and asked members if they were happy to call a meeting in early January regarding this? All agreed. 
A member of the public said further to the previous month’s meeting about Wilbrough Road and the selling of cars, all have now gone and thanked whoever was responsible. 
Another member of the public requested we advertise where the meetings are being held to the website as he could not find where the previous 2 meetings had been held.  He was advised that this information is included on the agendas posted on the website and on the noticeboards, but we will add more to the website. 

COMMUNITY WARDEN/P.C.S.O. REPORT FC2018/65
Peter Willows sent his apologies.


REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
FC2018/66 – LW recently attended the Citizens Advice AGM, they are currently looking to do more outreach days. Cllr L Wight had also helped at the Christmas event as Santa’s Helper which she thoroughly enjoyed. LW has been involved in case work TDC, including rubbish not being collected at a care home for several weeks, which was a fire hazard and has now been dealt with. LW asked that if there were any problems with rubbish collections please contact her direct.
LW was asked when Birchington will have a road sweeper, she will find out. 

REPORTS FROM KCC COUNCILLORS
FC2018/67 – ED sent her apologies.

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
FC2018/68 – NH minutes from GP/Planning were presented to members for approval. All members were happy and agreed the minutes.

CHEQUES/TRANSACTIONS – to be signed by 2 members
FC2018/69 – These were signed by 2 members all agreed.

The Chairman wished everyone a Happy Christmas.

Close of meeting at 19:30 pm.
Date of next meeting Tuesday 15th January
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