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	Full Council Meeting
Birchington Parish Council
Birchington Library, Birchington CT7 9EG                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
 19th March 2019 at 19:00hrs

	
Present:   Chairman Cllr Neville Hudson (NH)
                 Vice Chairman Cllr Marcel Pooke (MP)
Cllr Phil Fellows (PF)
Cllr Max Houghton (MH)
                 Cllr Geraldine Watson (GW)
Cllr Linda Wright (LW)
Cllr Robert Wright (RW)
Peter Willows Community Warden

Clerk to BPC Caroline Vincent Minute Taker (CV)

            
 Members of the public 4

Apologies:    Cllr Jack Cohen (JC)
                                      Cllr Emma Dawson (ED)


                   
                   

                   


	

	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

MINUTES FC2018/80 
The minutes of the Full Council meeting, held on the 15th January 2019, were presented for approval. Councillor Pooke moved approval and Councillor Robert Wright seconded, all agreed. The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.  The minutes from the Extraordinary meeting, held on the 12th February were presented for approval.  Councillor Linda Wright moved approval and Councillor Robert Wright seconded, all agreed. The minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting and the Chairman signed the minutes.


CHAIRMAN’S REPORT FC 2018/81 
The Chairman reported that the Clerk’s recent appraisal had satisfied the criteria and said she is now entitled to an additional increment within her salary scale.  It was resolved that all members agreed.

Councillor Hudson spoke about the Albion Road office, the lease of which had been previously agreed at the Extraordinary meeting held in February. He had been in discussions with the Clerk regarding the increasing workload and the need to employ an assistant for 10 hours per week.  With this in mind and in line with GDPR, Councillor Hudson asked members to approve sharing the old office for working whilst also covering a desk at the library. There will be costs incurred  It was resolved that all members agreed.  
The CCTV camera to be placed in the Alpha Road carpark, which had been part funded by KCC Councillors had been delayed due to awaiting approval from TDC to place on the lamp post.  Due to the delay the quote was out of date and CCTV equipment prices had increased causing the quote to be £200 more.  Councillor Hudson asked members for approval of the additional costing.  It was resolved that all members agreed.

Councillor Hudson updated members on the shelters, with the good news that the asset transfers had now been completed and BPC now have ownership.  The Ethelbert Road shelter will be demolished and rebuilt due to the dangerous state and will be re-built by the summer.
The other dangerous shelter at the Putting Green will also be demolished within the next couple of weeks and hopefully be re-built within the next year.  Councillor Hudson asked members for approval to place a couple of benches on the plinth once the shelter had been demolished, until the shelter could be re-built.  It was resolved that all members agreed.

Finally, Councillor Hudson thanked Birchington in Bloom for arranging to have 2 potato boxes near the Putting Green, which they will be planting up soon.

EMERGENCY PLAN – Presentation by Community Warden Tony Gander FC2018/82 
Community Warden Tony Gander sent in his apologies and Community Warden Peter Willows presented the plan in his absence.
Peter Willows explained the importance of having an Emergency Plan in place should an emergency ever arise, such as a gas explosion or flooding and we have a legal responsibility to have this in place. 
BPC’s emergency plan is a very basic one with contact details for the Resilience Team to contact to be able to open any rescue centres required, which is all within the plan.  The plan can then be added to ensuring any other vulnerable people can be included.  Peter finished off by letting members know to contact Tony Gander for further information or if they would like Tony to come along at a later date to please contact him.

The Chairman Councillor Hudson asked for members approval of the Emergency Plan, PF proposed and RW seconded, all members agreed.

CLERK CORRESPONDENCE – FC2018/83 
The Clerk reported that she had received 2 letters from residents complaining about the proposed developments of the Dog Acre site, particularly the proposed stage area and putting in pathways and cutting down any trees.  Councillor Hudson said these will be moved to the General Purposes Committee for discussion.

Cllr Hudson asked members for ratification of the four policies issued by the Clerk, these included The Complaints policy, the Password policy, Staff Grievance policy and the Staff Disciplinary policy.  It was resolved that all members agreed.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – FC2018/84 
A member of public asked about a previous discussion about building a mezzanine floor at the library and how this would be funded.  The Chairman responded with this was just an idea if the library was gained as an asset transfer.

COMMUNITY WARDEN/P.C.S.O. REPORT FC2018/85
Any fly tipping issues have been reported that are brought to the warden’s attention.  The Country Eye App is very useful which can be used from an iPad or mobile phone to photograph and record an incident and send in for action such as fly tipping and potholes. 
The FIDO machine from TDC requested for a dog poo clean along Station Road and Kent Gardens.
Any reports of abandoned vehicles are checked for tax and MOT and reported to police for a check in case stolen etc.
Wardens have been involved in a firstt aid awareness project in West Thanet Primary Schools which includes use of CPR/Defibrillator and bandages. 


PCSO Ryan Alexander - if an emergency then dial 999 if not then contact via 101 or email: ryan.alexander@kent.pnn.police.uk 


Peter Willows KCC Warden 07969583919.

REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS FC2018/86 
Councillor Linda Wright reported attending the Ageless Concern AGM and spoke about a member from the Armed Forces Covenant and their involvement with Community Payback.  Councillor Linda Wright had also attended a Flood Resilience Meeting which was very informative and has been dealing with case work.

REPORTS FROM KCC COUNCILLORS FC2018/87 
KCC Councillor Liz Hurst has now swapped areas with Councillor Emma Dawson for the next 6 months as will now be covering Birchington. Cllr Hurst spoke about the recent First Aid in schools project with the Community Wardens and wanted to say thank you to the Community Wardens for such a fantastic job that they do. 
Councillor Hurst reported a new campaign for loneliness/isolation, there will be an open day to launch this campaign. Councillor Hurst said this is something everyone can get involved in by looking out for any neighbours that are vulnerable. Other issues reported were pot holes and cars parking on double yellow lines. Finally, Councillor Hurst spoke about the local traders forming a group for an event at Christmas and any help with this would be appreciated. 

Councillor Hudson thanked Councillor Hurst and asked about funding for signs for the village, Councillor Hurst said she had already been asked but could not offer funding now until after the elections.

COMMITTEE REPORTS FC2018/88 
Councillor Hudson asked members if there was anything to raise from the draft minutes of the General Purposes or previous Planning meeting? All agreed nothing to raise.


CHEQUES/TRANSACTIONS – to be signed by 2 members
FC2018/89 – These were signed by 2 members Councillor Marcel Pooke and Councillor Robert Wright and all payments agreed.

Close of meeting at 19:45 pm.
Date of next meeting Tuesday 23rd April 2019.
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