


 
	Full Council Meeting
Birchington Parish Council
Council Offices, 2 Albion Road Birchington CT7 9TY                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 19th June 2018 at 19:00hrs

	
Present:  Chairman Cllr Neville Hudson (NH)
                Vice Chairman Cllr Marcel Pooke (MP)
  Cllr Phil Fellows (PF)
Cllr Robert Wright (RW)
Cllr Emma Dawson (ED)
Cllr Linda Wright (LW)
Cllr Max Houghton (MH)
Clerk to BPC Caroline Vincent Minute Taker (CV)

            
Peter Willows
KCC Cllr Liz Hurst
6 Members of the public

Apologies:  Cllr Jack Cohen (JC)
[bookmark: _GoBack]                   PCSO Alexander
                   


	

	
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest.

NH started the meeting by announcing the resignations of Cllr S Alexander & Cllr V Alexander.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
FC 2018/14 – 
NH welcomed members of the public and thanked them for coming along.

TDC are now in the process of resubmitting the Local Plan including a further debate of all the houses.  
There has been a lot of work involved in preparing paperwork for the GDPR which came into force on the 25th May and a DPO company has been appointed to be compliant. 
NH spoke about an IT meeting recently to discuss updating equipment and emails which is all in relation to the GDPR which will allow all council documents to be in one place. 
A reminder was given to members about our training day on the 21st July and the Flag Raising for the Armed forces on Monday the 25th June at 10am.
NH said the library project is coming along very well and have just received notification of the next step in the process. 
BPC has now received a licence to maintain Dog Acre, unfortunately a mower broke whilst cutting the grass at the weekend and we are now in the process of finding someone to take on the work.
Last week during a committee meeting at TDC the community asset transfers were approved for Dog Acre and the Recreation Ground. MH asked how will the maintenance be paid for?  NH said it will have to come from existing funds this year and then a budget will need to be drawn up for next year.  It is hoped that in time we will be able to bring in football teams to play on the ground as well as other sport.

CORRESPONDENCE
FC2018/16-
The clerk asked members if they had received the email from Julie Francis with her offer of a tree for the islands outside Christies wine bar.  All members had. 
NH said he did not feel this kind of tree was suitable due to the size that it would grow to plus we do not own the land it is KCC so would not be able to make the decision. 

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - 
FC2018/17 – No questions asked from the public.

COMMUNITY WARDEN/P.C.S.O. REPORT FC 2018/18
Reports of laughing gas ‘helium canisters’ left around Station Approach and Station Road. PCSO Ryan Alexander and myself are checking the areas and engaging where needed.

There has been a significant improvement with abandoned vehicles around Lyell Rd and Beach Ave with vehicles having been removed following TDC Community Safety investigations. 
Rough sleepers had been reported in Grenham Bay.
There is a new Social Group for older people at Blends in Station Rd every month the next being 5th July then 2nd August. New members/visitors welcomed to help keep the group going. 

It has been scam awareness all of this month and the warden spoke regarding this at the Social Group and we tried an online fraud quiz on the iPad. 

Peter Willows KCC Warden 07969583919

PCSO Ryan Alexander - send a message via 101  

REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

FC2018/19– There were no District Councillors were present.

REPORTS FROM KCC COUNCILLORS
FC2018/20 – Cllr Liz Hurst spoke about the grass verges and how this has been a major issue, but these are gradually being worked on now.  The Big Conversation taking place on Thursday at the Margate football ground, this is to talk about transport to rural communities not served by operators, this is in debate for the next few weeks.
LH went onto speak about the palms that had been removed on the island, she has received a lot of abuse.  She went onto say that she originally had a meeting for the beds to be weeded and met with the officer from KCC and NH from BPC.  On inspection it was deemed the roots were very large on the palms and causing damage to the surrounding walls and it was felt best that these be removed.  The parish had enquired about taking over the maintenance with David Hurst to help with this and oversee the works, it was realised that this was a conflict of interest so could not be the case and DH withdrew his services. Highways have their own contractors to deal with these beds but do not have funds to plant anything.  The Parish have not been in touch with KCC regarding these beds and a minimum of 5-10million in public liability insurance is required to take this on amongst other stipulations including knowledge of traffic management. LH had asked where the lavenders were and these had been taken away and will be re-potted.  Liz is concerned this area will end up in a sorry state and doesn’t feel anyone stood up to this situation and held their hands up. If the Parish had stood up initially this could have been diffused.  NH said he was under the impression details were waiting to go to the Clerk and said to Liz you were at the meeting with us and said any other land that would be useful details would be sent to the office and we would discuss them. 
ED suggested Paul Woodhatch be contacted for clarification, contact him and this will enable all of this to be put right.
LW suggested the officer come to a planning meeting and work together on this.  NH said permission is needed from KCC to plant anything in this area.  MP said it had all happened very quickly and it had been discussed that Birchington in Bloom would help with this area.
Liz said at the meeting in March she did announce that she had arranged a meeting on that Friday to try to get back this area into the Parish hands.   LW proposed we invite the officer to our Planning meeting to reach a conclusion? NH said it would need to be a meeting all members could attend, all members agreed.

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
FC2018/21 –  Planning/GP minutes had been circulated and all members.  Planning – LW said she thought she had been boosted up to chairman asked that this be amended.
GP meeting all members happy.

CHEQUES/TRANSACTIONS – to be signed by 2 members
FC2018/22 – These were signed by 2 members all agreed.

Member of the public asked about the Local Plan as he is new to the area, NH discussed the process of the Local Plan.
Asked how advanced the road to Minnis Bay is?  NH explained this is all part of the Local Plan and depending on houses at Manston as to how many will be here in Birchington.

NH spoke about the NH Plan that BPC are working on, which will take at least another year to complete.  RW spoke about volunteering for the NH Plan.

NH advised members there had been information handed out from the WW1 committee about the trip in October to La Chappelle and Ypres.


Close of meeting at 19:40 pm.
Date of next meeting Tuesday 18th September
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