


 
	Full Council Meeting
Birchington Parish Council
Council Offices, 2 Albion Road Birchington CT7 9TY
26th June 2017 at 19:00hrs

	
Present: Chairman Cllr Neville Hudson (NH)
 Vice Chairman Cllr Marcel Pooke (MP)
Cllr Phil Fellows (PF)
Cllr Linda Wright (LW)
Cllr Robert Wright (RW)
Cllr Stuart Alexander(SA)
Cllr Jack Cohen (JC)
Clerk to BPC Caroline Vincent Minute Taker (CV)

KCC Cllr Ken Gregory/Cllr Emma Dawson
Community Warden Peter Willows
[bookmark: _GoBack]
Members of the public

Apologies:  Cllr Liz Hurst (LH)

                   


	

	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest

MINUTES 
FC2017/10 The minutes of the Full Council meeting, held on the 25th April, were presented for approval at the Annual meeting held on the 22nd May. These minutes were accepted as a true and accurate record of the meeting and seconded.

CHAIRMANS REPORT
FC2017/11 – NH spoke about the Library/Civic offices project and was delighted to say it is looking very positive and a time line has been given. The consultation is set to go live on the 28th August and will run for at least 21 days.  After this time the decision will go to the cabinet member followed by a staff consultation. We are aiming to have completion ready for the 1st January but may slip towards the financial year which is the choice of KCC.  There is still work to be done on the lease as well as the financial agreement but it is all looking very positive and further updates will be available as the project progresses.
JC asked what the aim is?  NH said the aim is we will take over the library service and the building and provide within the library an area for civic purposes and hope to enhance the facilities currently offered.
JC, do we have a figure for the cost?  NH replied that he is unable to disclose at this present time and a business plan is currently being built which will include this information.
MP then spoke about the meeting with Virgin regarding the work that they will be carrying out from next week. There are many signs up around the village advertising this. MP and Ray Holland attended this meeting and Virgin said they will be digging up the paths to lay the fibre to which both Ray and Marcel asked for assurance that the paths will be made good to which they said yes, they will. Virgin went onto explain to them how it all works of which they have 20 experience of laying the cable for fibre, under the Telecommunications Act 2006 they have the right to do this work. There are several booklets in the library and all the details will be in the Parish magazine. Virgin will be carrying out this work throughout Thanet not just here in Birchington.  This will cause some disruption and Virgin have assured us that all the necessary precautions have been taken and the roads/pavements will not be obstructed unnecessarily. The work will be checked 3 months later for any subsidence and will re-do the work again if needed. 
MP asked them if there were any offers open to us to which Virgin replied they will see what they can do and have asked for a powerful hub at the library as well as repeaters through Station Road for free, MP will keep us posted on this. 

NH added further to the library project that BPC had been donated 6k of furniture which has come from a local company who is moving away from the area. This may need to be stored for a little while which is currently being considered.

CORRESPONDENCE
FC 2017/12 – Sharon Quy Verlander email for traffic.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
FC 2017/13 –. Sharon Quy Verlander
Sharon spoke about her concerns along the A28 and the dangers of the road to school children walking to and from The Ursuline and King Ethelbert school.  Sharon raised this as she had witnessed whilst walking to school with her granddaughter a group of school children almost being knocked down along this road.  After this incident, she contacted KCC as she wanted a record made of this.
Sharon has researched lots of information regarding fatalities of children crossing the roads and the majority occur during school run times.  Sharon would like more to be done including promoting safer travel, seeing if the bus can stop at the stop near the crossing to encourage the children to use this instead going across the road.
NH thanked Sharon for coming along and presenting her question to our members. He said there are two immediate issues, the first being that The Ursuline is in Westgate so would need to speak to Westgate Town Council with this. Secondly the King Ethelbert people are aware of these dangers as well as KCC Councillors, the major issue is the speed of the road being 40mph.Representation has been regularly made to change the speed limit and with both schools there are 2000 young people which creates a lot of traffic on this road.
RW said a pelican crossing will be installed in July during the summer holidays at King Ethelbert as well as variable speed limit signs coming up in forcing drivers to drop to 20 mph during school pick up/drop off times.
LW also commented that she had spoken to the PCSO about talking to the children about the speed/traffic as a lot of the children play chicken and has herself had someone jump in front of her car, she feels the children need educating. PF suggested Sharon speak to stage coach to stop the bus where the crossing is so that children cross at the crossing to get to the safer stop. 
PW re-iterated about TDC putting traffic lights up and signs and suggested if she contacts KCC they may send out an engineer to the school to assess the dangers and risks.
JC commented about bikes and how there is no safety in riding a bike in the UK, Europe IS much safer with cycle ways.  He felt the Parish should research who is responsible for coordinating improvements in road safety and then take this further.

KCC Cllr Emma Dawson spoke about Paul Valek from KCC Highways who would be more than happy to come along and talk about these issues.
PF said he had spoken to Paul Valek about the 20-mph zone to talk about this.
NH proposed we have Paul Valek attend a meeting, all members agreed. KCC members and the public to be invited.  
Sharon’s other questions will be put forward to our GP meeting in July.

COMMUNITY WARDEN/P.C.S.O. REPORT FC 2017/14 

Peter Willows reported on rogue builders and cold callers – people with vehicles have been calling at addresses in the area. Peter carries out hi-vis and calls on residents to warn them and issues door stickers and advice whenever he can.  There is a new NHW book called Members Guide of which there are several copies at the library if needed. 
Overhanging tree on dog acre path and damaged bench on Alpha Rd reported for repair. Bench has now been removed.
Peter and Claire the PCSO have had funding approved from Thanet TCSP for occasional yellow A board no parking signs outside primary school which will help to prevent drivers parking on the zig-zag and double yellow lines at drop off and pick up times. 
Peter reported that there had been a few issues along Station Road, a wind mirror had been knocked off a car but this had been picked up on CCTV.
The rough sleeper from St Nicholas has come back and is currently at Minnis Bay on the Wade marshes, Peter will keep an eye on him.

PCSO Claire Reynolds has been responding to ASB and other issues in the village to ensure such behaviour is curtailed. 
Contact details for Peter and Claire:
Peter Willows KCC Birchington Warden 07969583919
PCSO Claire Reynolds Kent Police message via 101 

MP thanked Peter for removing the abandoned cars. 
JC asked about the CCTV and who has responsibility for controlling and has access, to which Peter replied himself and the Clerk only. No-one else is allowed to view this. JC then asked is it connected to Margate to which Peter replied it no longer is no.  MP said to JC a written policy is now available and all this information will be in there.

REPORTS FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
FC2017/15 – 
None Present. 
MP asked about the dog DNA scheme to which PF said this will be launched on Saturday in Ramsgate.
Cllr Ken Gregory felt that this was a flawed scheme and irresponsible dog owners will not register.  He commented that this scheme wasn’t anything to do with him but has great headline potential and very low result potential.

REPORTS FROM KCC COUNCILLORS
FC2017/16 – Ken/Emma 
Cllr Gregory spoke of how The Parkway Station is being heavily supported by KCC funding this September and should be up and running by 2020.  This will mean commuters will be able to park here and be in London within an hour.  Expected to be used as far away as Deal/Dover and circle out to Canterbury for quick journey times, this will become a commuter town.  
The Thanet way will be closed on the 6th July weekend to finish the work.  
As for the A28 issue, the planned by-pass for Birchington is still on the cards, the ground work has been done, the surveying has taken place.  Shottendane Road will be upgraded to 2.5 carriageways wider and start at the top of Brooksend Hill which would mean traffic for Margate would no longer need to go through Birchington which should reduce the traffic. 
Ken said that CCTV have entered an agreement with BT that fully supervised CCTV will allow free public Wi-Fi and receive free Wi-Fi anywhere within Thanet.
There was a meeting with the Joint Transportation Board which both Ken and Emma attended and they both spoke strongly against the proposed charges at Minnis Bay.  The rejected plans will go back to the cabinet, but it will be KCC Highways who have the final say.
Income gained from parking cannot be used to fill a hole in the District’s budget, it needs to be managed sympathetically and Minnis Bay is not sympathetic. 
Cllr Dawson and Cllr Gregory will be talking to James Wrate in due course over concerns of the traffic problems and the 20mph speed limit. 
NH thanked the KCC Councillors. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
FC2017/17 - GP and Planning draft minutes from the 13th June.

NH asked members if they were happy with the GP/Planning minutes and did anyone have anything to add? There was nothing to add.

ANY OTHER BUSINESS
FC 2017/18 – none

Close of meeting at 19.45pm
Date of next meeting 25th September 2017
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