Birchington Parish Council
Environment Committee meeting Held on
Tuesday, 4™ August 2025 at 6.30pm
At the Parish Office 2 Albion Road, Birchington,CT7 9DN

Present: Cllr John Tiley - Chairman
Clir Colin Brown
Clir Phil Fellows
Clir Jim Moore
ClIr Nick Blankley
Clir Max Houghton

Bill Anderson — Deputy Parish Clerk

1 x member of the public

E/2025/16 Apologies for Absence
None

E/2025/17 Declarations of Interest
None.

E/2025/18 Minutes
The Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 9" June 2025 were presented for
approval and Agreed

E/2025/19 Chairman’s Report and Public Participation

The Chairman provided an update on the action log from previous meetings and said most of them
would be covered in the agenda items. It was agreed that two items —a commemorative Coronation
plaque for Dog Acre and TDC benches could come off the action log as no further action was required.
Clir Fellows referred to the Community Payback scheme and said he would enquire again if there was
any scope for the scheme to be used in Birchington.

ClIr Tiley confirmed that two new noticeboards had been installed on the wall of the Powell Arms and
at Dog Acre. Discussion followed of installing another noticeboard at Minnis Bay. The Chairman said he
would raise that at the next Finance Committee meeting. Cllr Fellows referred to budgets and
requested an update on what was left in each of the relevant budgets.

The Chairman referred to installing fairy lights on the trees on Dog Acre which would both improve the
area and also aid the security of Dog Acre at night. Costs were discussed and the Chairman said he
would raise the funding for the purchase of the lights at Full Council committee.

E/2025/20 Allotments

Cllr Moore provided an update on the allotments. He said that Birchington in Bloom had suggested that
people on the waiting list could make use of raised beds at the rear of the billboards whilst they are
waiting for an allotment. The Clerk will contact those on the waiting list. Clir Moore said that members of
the Scripture Union made two visits to the allotments and cleared rubbish.

E/2025/21 Shelters
The Chairman said that the maintenance programme for shelters was progressing. Two had been
completed and 3 others were being progressed. There had been some vandalism to one of the shelters
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which had subsequently been repaired by the maintenance operative.

Cllr Moore said he had a meeting with Luke Glover of TDC Coast and Services engineering manager
regarding the installation of ramps for people with disabilities/wheelchair access. Clir Moore said Luke
said he would look into what could be done and would get back to him.

E/2025/22 Maintenance Operative Tasks
The Chairman said that the app for logging jobs was up and running and being used by the
maintenance operative in liaison with the Clerk.

E/2025/23 Dog Acre

The Chairman said a diseased tree would be removed once nesting birds had left. Clir Houghton said the
bushes around the Tommy memorial had been removed and relocated to the Memorial Recreation
Ground.

E/2025/24 Birchington Memorial Recreation Ground (BMRG)

The Chairman said water had been connected and the toilet block was now in operation. The septic tank
had been installed and was working. He said it was proposed to cover the compound in a tarmac topping.
Cllr Blackney questioned whether tarmac would be a robust surface bearing in mind the footfall with
people wearing studded football boots. The Chairman said he would speak to the contractor.

E/2025/25 Information Boards
Clir Houghton provided an update on information boards. He said one needed to be replaced on Dog Acre
after the previous one had been written off following a car colliding with it.

E/2025/26 Planters
The Chairman confirmed that all the new planters were in place and Birchington in Bloom had filled them
with plants.

E/2025/27 CCTV — Upgrade and Review
The Chairman reported that he had a meeting with the CCTV provider and the Clerk to discuss
upgrading of the CCTV system. He said the provider would be sending some costings for consideration.

E/2025/28 Clerks Correspondence
None.

E/2025/29 Date of Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 13™ October 2025.

Signed by Parish Clerk
Jane Bevan

Dated 12 August 2025

The meeting Closed at 19.50hrs
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